
by the four-officers 
(President, Vice President, 
Secretary & Treasurer) to 
ensure it meets the require-
ments set forth in our mis-
sion. Upon approval, a do-
nation amount is agreed 
upon and that donation is 
sent by our President di-
rectly and only to the treat-
ing medical facility for that 
animal.  

The more fundraisers we 
have, the more cases we are 
able to help - we never 
want to have to turn away 
an animal in need due to 
lack of funding.  

In addition to medical cases, 
B.A.A.C. also has a Speuter 
Program. This program 
helps fund spay and neuter 
procedures for families who 
otherwise could not afford 
such an important and re-
sponsible  procedure.  

A new year gives a sense of 
a fresh start, this perceived 
line in the sand provides a 
new life with a renewed 
sense of hope. Our world is 
saturated with the acts of 
disgusting human beings and 
the suffering of defenseless 
animals - so it is very im-
portant to keep our eyes on 
the òsilver liningó by keep-
ing our mission in focus and 
continuing to educate the 
community. We are truly 
grateful that we have anoth-
er successful year behind us, 
and will work even harder 
to make this year bigger and 
better.  

We have some exciting 
events coming up on our 
2018 calendar! In an effort 
to introduce ourselves to 
different audiences we will 
be attending some non-
animal related events such 
as the Motorcycle Mania in 

Middletown on August 15th 
and Bike Night at the Cadil-
lac Ranch in Southington on 
July 25th. We are also ex-
cited to host a meet and 
greet this summer! It will 
be a great opportunity for 
our members, volunteers 
and supporters to get to 
know each other! Addition-
ally Woofstock will be held 
on May 5, the Breakout ride 
on May 20th and our huge 
Motorcycle Rally & Adop-
tion event on August 18th.  

We are 90 members strong 
and growing! Not a single 
one of our members is pro-
vided monetary compensa-
tion for ANY of their time. 
From events, to transporta-
tion to marketing, etc., we 
absorb costs so the animals 
we help are given as much 
funding as possible. When 
B.A.A.C. is asked to help a 
case the details are reviewed 
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and provide their òwish listó 
of supplies, such as food, 
cleaning supplies or major 
items like animal scales and 
net guns.  

Our Facebook page has been 
posting these wish lists since 
February and asking our sup-
porters to share. As of now 
we have 15 facilities partici-
pating in the project and we 
hope to get more.  

Our secondary reason for this 
project is helping the commu-
nity get more involved with 
their local shelters and ani-
mals. Often our supporters 
ask what they can do to help 
animals and this is a perfect 
opportunity to help!   

B.A.A.C. has decided to con-
nect with Connecticut Animal 
Control facilities in the hopes 
of helping them to collect 
supplies they need to best 
take care of their facility and 
the animals that reside there. 
This project is titled  Opera-
tion Share and it will be an 
ongoing project until it is no 
longer needed. B.A.A.C. has  
asked CT Animal Control 
Facilities to reach out to us 

òEVERYONE 
DESERVES TO BE 
TREATED FAIRLY 

AND 
OBJECTIVELY, 

TWO-LEGGED OR 
FOUR.ó 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

Axel Monstella 

Boost Palmer 

Luci Adams-Travers 

Army Armstrong 

Duncan Greenlaw Kearns 

LilõO Odj Que Harvey 

Brady Ruggiero 

Lola Pelliccio 



If you canõt give an animal the 
freedom to act naturally, then 
you should think about how 
to satisfy the emotion that 
motivates the behavior by 
giving the animal other things 
to do. Focus on the emotion, 
not the behavior.   

So far, research in animal 
behavior agrees with the neu-
ro-science research on emo-
tions. A really good study on 
whether animals have purely 
behavioral needs was done 
with gerbils. Gerbils love to 
dig and tunnel, and a lot of 
them develop a corner-
digging stereotype when 
theyõre around thirty days 
old. A stereotype is an abnor-
mal repetitive behavior (ARB 
for short), such as a lion or a 
tiger pacing back and forth in 
its cage for hours on end. Pets 
and farm animals can develop 

stereotypies, too. Stereo-
typies are defined as abnormal 
behaviors that are repetitive, 
invariant (lions always pace 
the exact same path in their 
cages) and seemingly point-
less. 

An adult gerbil spends up to 
30% of its òactive timeó doing 
stereotypic digging in the 
corner of its cage. That would 
never happen in nature, and 
many researchers have hy-
pothesized that the reason 
captive gerbils develop stere-
otypic digging is that they 
have a biological need to dig 
that they canõt express inside 
a cage. 

On the other hand, in nature 
gerbils donõt dig just to be 
digging. They dig to create 
underground tunnels and 
nests. Once theyõve hollowed 
out their underground home, 

they stop digging. Maybe 
what the gerbil needs is the 
result of the digging, not the 
behavior itself. A Swiss psy-
chologists named Christoph 
Wiedenmayer set up an ex-
periment to find out. He put 
one set of baby gerbils in a 
cage with dry sand they could 
dig in another set in a cage 
with a predug burrow system 
but nothing soft to dig in. The 
gerbils in the sand-filled box 
developed digging stereo-
typies right away, whereas 
none of the gerbils in the cage 
with burrows did. That shows 
that the motivation for a ger-
bilõs digging stereotypy is a 
need to hide inside a sheltered 
space, not a need to dig. 

Excerpt from ôAnimals Make Us 
HumanñCreating the best life 

for animalsõ 
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òIf it should be that I grow weak and pain should keep me from my sleep;   

then you must do what must be done, for this last battle canõt be won.   

You will be sad,  I understand; but donõt let grief then stay your hand.  

For this day more than all the rest, your love for me must stand the test.  

Weõve had so many happy years; what is to come can hold no fears.  

You donõt want me to suffer so, the time has come please let me go.  

Take me where my needs theyõll tend, but please stay with me till the end.  

To hold me close and speak to me, until my eyes no longer see.ó    

~ Final Journey, LLC                                                             

   -an in-home pet euthanasia service  

ANIMALS MAKE U S H UMAN  
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Retired cop Jim Crosby is 
the countryõs leading expert 
in canine aggression and dog 
attacks. Based in Jacksonville, 
Florida, he travels the country 
to investigate crime scenes 
involving canines and dog 
bites, and says there are 
some surprising facts that all 
dog owners really need to 
know. òDog bites affect near-
ly five million people in the 
U.S. every year,ó Jim says. 
òEven though the 25 or so 
fatalities each year are a tiny 
number in the grand scheme 
of things, almost all of these 
deaths can also be prevented. 
About 800,000 people in the 
U.S. get bitten badly enough 
every year to need medical 
treatment. That is far too 
many.ó Dogster readers may 
be surprised to know that 
humans have lost their lives to 
breeds ranging from Pomera-
nians and Jack Russells to 
Great Danes and Presa Ca-
narios. òAll dogs have teeth 
and present a risk,ó he ex-
plains. òKids and seniors are 
the most common victims of 
serious attacks, since they 
often do not have the strength 
to fight off a determined dog. 
One of the most common 
contributing factors to fatali-
ties, particularly among kids, 
is parents not supervising 
small children and dogs. And 
dogs are quick; a dog can bite 
and release three times in a 
second.ó  When Jim talks 
about saving lives, he means 
canine as well as human ones. 
He refuses to demonize any 
dog, even though that is most 
peopleõs first reaction in a 
canine-aggression investiga-

tion. òOne thing people need 
to understand is the complex-
ity of these issues,ó he says. 
òMost times, people see ôDog 
mauls/kills person,õ especial-
ly a child, and they assume, 
ôEvil dog! Monster! Kill it!õ 
The truth is far from being 
that simple. You have an ab-
errant behavior by an animal 
that has socially evolved with, 
and lived with, humans for 
thousands of years. For that 
relationship to go wrong takes 
a near hurricane of factors. 
Itõs never good dog vs. bad 
dog; it is way more than that. 
We have to honor dogsõ na-
ture and accept that they are 
not people, and donõt deserve 
our outrage when they act 
consistently with their na-
ture.ó What he found was, he 
says, òan incredible lack of 
inquiry. People just said, 
ôOh, the dog did it,õ and that 
was that. My cop side cried, 
ôBullshit!õ I wanted real an-
swers. So I started taking 
more classes. I finished my 
degree in psychology to un-
derstand behavior better. And 
I reached back, and took up 
all the evidence and crime 
scene experience and train-
ing, and began asking harder 
and more pointed questions. 
That led to my becoming 
really the first person ever to 
go to crime scenes and inter-
view witnesses and others, 
and put hands on the dogs 
accused, to try and find out 
what happened and why.ó  
Jim has learned a great deal 
from dogs, who strengthened 
his resolve that òeveryone 
deserves to be treated 
fairly and objectively, 

two-legged or four.ó That 
includes the so-called danger-
ous dog breeds. òWe still 
have heavy levels of prejudice 
when it comes to perceptions 
of nature and aggression. Peo-
ple make assumptions based 
on public claims, personal 
experience, and, frankly, 
mythology that is totally 
wrong. I look at the dogõs 
behavior as objectively as I 
can, and honestly donõt care 
what kind of dog it is. The 
evidence says what it says.ó 
The cases Jim investigates are 
heartbreaking. In West Vir-
ginia, where a 2-year-old was 
killed by a dog with a known, 
proven tendency to attack 
humans that was encouraged 
by the owner, òwe managed 
to send the owner to prison,ó 
he recalls òThis was a prece-
dent-setting case, as the state 
had never prosecuted anyone 
for a death caused by a dog.ó 
The conviction was upheld by 
the West Virginia Supreme 
Court, giving prosecutors a 
better way to hold ani-
mal owners accountable 
for negligent behavior.  

Read this full article at: http://

www.dogster.com/lifestyle/jim

-crosby-dog-attacks-aggression-

expert 

DOG AGGRESSION EXPERT JIM CROSBY ON DOG BITES AND ATTACKS 

òTHIS WAS A 
PRECEDENT-

SETTING CASE, AS 
THE STATE HAD 

NEVER 
PROSECUTED 

ANYONE FOR A 
DEATH CAUSED 

BY A DOG.ó  
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CALMING SIGNALS - THE ART OF SURVIVAL AUTHOR: TURID RUGAAS 

calming signals, including 
with other dogs. Others may 
get so desperate and frustrat-
ed that they get aggres-
sive, nervous or stressed out 
as a result.  
Typical Example: Dad calls 
Prince and has learned in class 
that he needs to sound strict 
and dominant so that Prince 
will understand who is in 
charge. Prince  finds dad´s 
voice to be aggressive, and 
being a dog he instantly give 
dad a calming signal in order 
to make him stop being ag-
gressive. Prince will per-
haps lick his own nose, yawn, 
turn away - which will result 
in dad becoming angry 
for real, because dad per-
ceives Prince as being pig-
headed, stubborn 
and disobedient. Prince is 
punished for using his calming 
signals to calm dad. This is a 
typical example of something 
that happens on an everyday 
basis with many dog owners.  
Basic Knowledge: We 
need to learn to understand 
the language of dogs so that 
we can understand what our 
dogs are telling us. That is the 
secret of having a good life 
together. How The Dog Is 
Using Calming Signals 
Yawning: The dog may 
yawn when someone bends 
over him, when you 
sound angry, when there´s 
yelling and quarreling in the 
family, when the dog is at 
the vet´s office, when some-
one is walking directly at the 
dog, when the dog is excited 
with happiness and anticipa-
tion - for instance by the door 
when you are about to go for 
a walk, when you ask the dog 
to do something he doesn´t 

For species who live in packs 
it´s important to be able 
to communicate with its own 
kind. Both in order to coop-
erate when they hunt, 
to bring up their offspring, 
and perhaps most important-
ly: to live in peace with each 
other. Conflicts are danger-
ous - they cause physical inju-
ries and a weakened 
pack, which is something that 
no pack can afford - it will 
cause them to go extinct.  
Dogs live in a world of senso-
ry input: visual, olfacto-
ry, auditory perceptions. 
They easily perceive tiny de-
tails - a quick signal, a slight 
change in another´s behavior, 
the expression in our eyes. 
Pack animals are so percep-
tive to signals that a horse can 
be trained to follow 
the contraction in our pupils 
and a dog can be trained to 
answer your whisper-
ing voice. There´s no need to 
shout commands, to make the 
tone of our voice deep 
and angry - what Karen Pryor 
refers to as swatting flies with 
a shovel. The dogs have about 
30 calming signals, perhaps 
even more. Some of these 
signals are used by most dogs, 
while other dogs have an in-
credibly rich ́ vocabulary´. It 
varies from dog to dog.  
The Problem: Dogs use this 
communication system to-
wards us humans, simp-
ly because it´s the language 
they know and think every-
one understands. By failing to 
see your dog using calming 
signals on you, and perhaps 
even punish the dog for using 
them, you risk causing serious 
harm to your dog. Some may 
simply give up using the 

òBY FAILING TO 
SEE YOUR DOG 
USING CALMING 

SIGNALS ON YOU, 
AND PERHAPS EVEN 
PUNISH THE DOG 
FOR USING THEM, 
YOU RISK CAUSING 
SERIOUS HARM TO 

YOUR DOG.ó 
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feel like doing, when your 
training sessions are too long 
and the dog gets tired, when 
you have said NO for doing 
something you disapprove of, 
and in many oth-
er situations. Threatening 
signals will always cause the 
dog to use a calming signal. 
There are about 30 different 
calming signals. When one 
dog yawns and turn his head 
to the side, the dog he is 
´talking to´ may lick his nose 
and turn his back- or do 
something completely differ-
ent. The signals are interna-
tional and universal. All dogs 
all over the worlds have the 
same languageñthey will 
have no communication prob-
lems! 
Licking: Licking is another 
signal that is used often. Espe-
cially by black dogs, dogs 
with a lot of hair around their 
faces, and others who´s faci-
al expressions for some rea-
sons are more difficult to see 
than those of dogs with light-
er colors, visible eyes and 
long noses. But anyone can 
use licking, and all dogs un-
derstand it no matter how 
quick it is. The quick little 
lick on the nose is easier to 
see if you watch the dog from 
in front. It´s best seen if you 
can find somewhere you can 
sit in peace and quiet and ob-
serve. Once you have learned 
to see the lick, you will also 
be able to see it while walking 
the dog. Sometimes it´s noth-
ing more than a very quick 
lick, the tip of the tongue is 
barely visible outside the 
mouth, and only for a short 
second. But other dogs see it, 
understand it and respond to 

http://www.turid-rugaas.no/


it. Any signal is always re-
turned with a signal.  
Turning of the head: The 
dog can turn its head slightly 
to one side, turning 
head completely over to the 
side, or turn completely 
around so that the back and 
tail is facing whoever the dog 
is calming. This is one of the 
signals you may see most of 
the time in dogs. When 
someone is approaching your 
dog from in front, he will 
turn away in one of these 
ways. When you seem angry, 
aggressive or threatening, 
you will also see one of these 
variations of the signal. When 
you bend over a dog to stroke 
him, he will turn his head 
away from you. When you 
make your training sessions 
too long or too difficult, he 
will turn his head away from 
you. When the dog is taken 
by surprise or take someone 
by surprise, he will turn away 
quickly. The same happens 
when someone is staring or 
acting in a threatening way. In 
most cases, this signal will 
make the other dog calm 
down. It´s a fantastic way in 
which to solve conflicts, and 
it´s used a lot by all dog. Al-
low your dog to use it!  
Play bow: Can be 
an invitation to play if the dog 
is moving legs from side to 
side in a playful manner. Just 
as often, the dog is standing 
still while bowing and is using 
the signal to calm someone 
down. When two dogs ap-
proach each other too abrupt-
ly, you will often see that 
they go into a play bow. This 
is one of the signals that are 
easy to see, especially because 
they remain standing in the 

bow position for a 
few seconds so that you have 
plenty of time to observe it. 
Sniffing the ground: 
When you and your dog is 
out walking and someone is 
coming towards you, in plac-
es where there´s a lot going 
on, in noisy places or when 
seeing objects that the dog 
isn´t sure of what is and find 
intimidating. Sniffing the 
ground may be anything from 
moving the nose swiftly down 
toward the ground and back 
up again - to sticking the nose 
to the ground and sniff persis-
tently for several minutes. Is 
someone approaching you on 
the pavement? Take a look at 
your dog. Did he drop the 
nose down toward the 
ground, even slightly? Did he 
turn his side to the one ap-
proaching and sniff the side of 
the road? Of course, dogs 
sniff a lot, also in order to 
´read the paper´ and enjoy 
themselves. So pay attention 
to when and in which situa-
tions the sniffing occur!   
Walking slowly: High 
speed will be seen as threat-
ening to many dogs, and 
they might want to go in to 
try and stop the one who is 
running.  If the one running is 
coming straight at the dog, it 
involves a threat and a de-
fense mechanism sets in. A 
dog who is insecure will 
move slowly. If you wish to 
make a dog feel safer, then 
you can move slower. Is your 
dog coming very slowly when 
you call him? If so, check the 
tone of your voice - do you 
sound angry or strict? That 
may be enough for  him to 
want to calm you down by 
walking slowly.  If he moves 

slowly, you may need to do 
something different in the 
way you act. 
Freezing: is what we call it 
when the dog is stopping 
while standing completely 
still, sitting or laying down 
and remain in that position.  
This behavior is used in sever-
al different situations. When 
you get angry and aggressive 
and appear threatening, the 
dog will often freeze and not 
move in order to make you be 
good again. Other times the 
dog may walk slowly, freeze, 
and then move slowly again. 
Very often a dog will stop and 
remain calm when someone is 
approaching. If your dog 
wants to stop or move slowly 
in a situation like that, then 
let him. Also, should your 
dog be in a conflict situation 
with a human or dog, and 
is unable to escape, freezing 
may be one way to calm the 
other dog or person. 
Sitting Down/lifting one 
paw: I have only rarely seen 
dogs lift their paw as a calm-
ing signal, but on a few occa-
sions it´s clearly been used to 
calm another dog. To sit 
down, or an even stronger 
signal, to sit down with 
the back turned towards 
someone for instance the 
owner has a very calm-
ing effect. It´s often seen 
when one dog wants to calm 
another dog who 
is approaching too quickly. 
Dogs may sit down with their 
backs turned against the own-
er when he or she sounds too 
strict or angry. 
Walking in curve: This  
is the main reason why dogs 
may react so strongly towards 
meeting dogs when they are 
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